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Good to Know!  

The 40c. Helvetia with Sword 1908-35 
by Werner Gattiker 

This article was published in September 2013 as part of a series in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is 
reprinted here with the gracious permission of the author and the Helvetia Society.  Other articles in the series 
will be published in TELL from time to time. 

 This is the only value which was printed 

using two different types.  Type I can be detected 

by looking under the sword’s hilt, where the full 

designer’s name “L’Eplattenier” appears in small 

writing, diagonally rising from near the “H” of 

Helvetia; to the right of this are three laurel leaves. 

Type II only shows the initials “CL” in place of the 

signature, with only two laurel leaves to the right 

of them.  The main color for both these first 1908 

40c values was purple, with the faint secondary 

color of the figure Helvetia being in a pale orange-

yellow.  All  subsequent  40c values  are of  Type II.   

 The color  changed to (pale) greenish-blue in 1921 and to ultramarine in 1922, both quite 

distinctive, but in 1925 the principal color reverted to what catalogues call “magenta” but in reality is very 

close to the purple of the 1908 stamps.  The only sure way to distinguish the 1925 stamps is by their  

secondary color:  The figure Helvetia appears now in a pale yellowish-green, instead of the pale orange-

yellow of the 1908 stamps.  One final word of caution: The original Type I stamp’s purple color is  very 

susceptible to outside influences; it can fade drastically if exposed to too much light and/or water. 
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Come to SANDICAL 

in January! 
by Michael Peter 

 Our next AHPS National Convention will 

be in San Diego on January 22-24, 2016.  Accord-

ing to Harlan Stone, our society has never been to 

this West Coast City.  Think January, think San 

Diego!  Roll this around your mind a little: Sand 

Diego, January!  This already sounds pretty good 

to me.  Thus we hope to see everyone there for the 

camaraderie our Society provides -- and need I 

mention that the average high and low tempera-

tures in January are 65 and 49? 

 On Thursday, January 21, there will be a 

dinner for out-of-town exhibitors, judges, commit-

tee members, and local collectors at the China Max 

Restaurant, a great Chinese Seafood Restaurant. 

The cost is approximately $40 per person. Please 

tell Les Lanphear that you will be attending and 

how many people are in your party.  Les is exhibits 

chair for SANDICAL; his email address is 

llanphear@earthlink.net. 

 We will be having our own AHPS Friday 

night informal AHPS dinner.  Bruce Marsden is 

working on this as we speak and will be providing 

this information soon; watch this space in the Jan-

uary TELL, which you should receive right around 

Christmas.  We will need your intentions as we do 

need a head count. 

 We will also be having a program on Friday 

afternoon.  That can be mostly a show-and-tell ses-

sion; if you would like to present something more 

extensive, tell me; my contact information is on 

page 14.  General membership meeting on Satur-

day.  Swap session on Sunday morning. 

 The Awards Banquet will be Saturday, 

January 23 at one of the better steak houses in 

San Diego, The Butcher Shop. Tell Les Lanphear 

how many are in your party and if you are having 

fish or beef -- or if you have dietary restrictions. 

 The Show has a website. www.sandical.com 

  The show hotel is Hampton Inn San Diego-

Kearny Mesa, 5434 Kearny Mesa Rd., San Diego, 

CA 92111. Call (858) 292-1482 for reservations and 

use the code word SANDICAL for the $115 rate. 

There is a minimum of two nights and the rate is 

available before and after the show. The hotel is 

around 10 miles from the airport and hotel parking 

is free. The hotel does not have an airport scuttle. 

The show is behind the hotel. 

 Exhibitors can also get information in addi-

tion to the registration form on the website.  There 

may still be time to submit your exhibit entry if 

you hurry. 

 This year's jury will be : 

      W. Danforth Walker, chief judge 

       Darrell R. Ertzberger  

      John M. Hotchner 

      Michael Peter 

      Dickson H. Preston 

 Your Board hopes that you will join us in 

San Diego for this wonderful event in January.  It 

is an opportunity to build friendships with some 

wonderful people who happen also to know a tre-

mendous amount about Swiss philately!  If you 

haven't made your travel plans yet, do it now! 

 

AHPS Meeting at World 

Stamp Show – NY2016 
 Make plans now to attend World Stamp 

Show-NY2016 next May 28 – June 4 at the Javits 

Convention Center in New York City.  More infor-

mation, including discounted hotel reservations, is 

 

http://www.sandical.com/
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available at the show web 

site,   www.ny.2016.org . 

 On Monday, May 30 

(Memorial Day), the AHPS 

will meet at a Javits Center 

meeting room to be an-

nounced for a roundtable 

show and tell.  If any member 

would like to make a more 

formal presentation, please 

let me know so that we can publicize it properly.  

After the meeting, we will adjourn for beer and a 

meal at a Manhattan German restaurant.  Please 

let me know by email to bmarsden@verizon.net if 

you are planning to attend either our meeting or 

dinner afterwards.  Guests are always welcome! 

   Bruce Marsden 

 

President’s Column 
 by Roger Heath 

 Most collectors visit stamp shows with the 

intent of finding items for their collection.  It 

doesn’t matter their collecting area, the hope is to 

find that elusive item from a stock book, or dig a 

nugget from a one-dollar box!  I did just that at 

STAMPSHOW, and after a few hours, captured a 

few finds.  

 Next, I naturally gravitated towards the 

exhibits, especially since all the Grand Award 

winners of the previous year were on display, plus 

the rich range of entries expected at a World Series 

show. The knowledge demonstrated on those thou-

sands of pages is/was incredible.  STAMPSHOW 

this August offered 852 frames, which amounts to 

13,632 pages!  Everything from “ordinary” items 

much like those that regularly pass through our 

hands, to the most exotic that can only be seen at a 

major exhibition; the range is extraordinary. 

 So how to go about viewing so many 

frames? Typically participants check mark the 

show program for exhibits similar to their own col-

lecting interests. Then, they note exhibits with the 

“reputation” of being the best ever shown, regard-

less of the topic.  List in hand, the long walk along 

the frames begins.  In my case, the expedition was 

divided by a few coffee breaks, a couple of lunch 

breaks, and some interesting conversations with 

other observers. 

 This looks to be a mind boggling exercise, 

but in reality, it’s worth every minute.  Why?  Be-

cause every exhibitor displays enthusiasm for their 

chosen collection, whether it be a country, a topic, 

or a single stamp, and the opportunity to learn 

from their endeavors is substantial.  If you have 

ever created an album page, or attempted a single 

frame of 16 pages, you have to appreciate the effort 

put into the multi-frame exhibits. 

 The challenge of viewing so many exhibits 

at one time is that scores of them are of totally un-

known subjects, or so obscure as to be nearly in-

comprehensible.  One can still take away valuable 

lessons from those frames.  Notice how exhibitors 

limit their scope, prioritized examples, use inter-

esting supporting materials, sequence and show-

case their examples for maximum clarity, and 

most importantly, how they organize the exhibit, 

creating a beginning, middle, and end, like any 

great story. 

 Finally, I always enjoy the walking tour on 

Sunday, and this year was no exception.  The 

guide was Steve Zwillinger, an APS judge and the 

author of many articles in the American Associa-

tion of Philatelic Exhibitors journal about exhibit-

ing.  Steve jump-walked our group to many 

outstanding pages at all award levels. We saw su-

perb demonstrations of the aspects that add up to 

excellence in exhibiting.  Viewing practical exam-

ples of what works can build our skill and confi-

dence.  Each of us has something to share, and 

everyone has something to learn. 

 Meetings went on continually featuring 75 

different subjects that covered every taste and sub-

BUYING / SELLING 
QUALITY U.S. AND 

WORLD COINS 
Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

Appraisal and Purchase of Coin 
Collections and Estates 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)331-1739; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

 

 

 

http://www.ny.2016.org/
mailto:bmarsden@verizon.net
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ject of collecting.  If you couldn’t find a subject you 

liked, you weren’t trying; or you were absorbed in 

the hunt for stamps. 

 AHPS was well represented with two Swiss 

airmail entries by George Struble in the Champion 

of Champions competition, two Swiss exhibits by 

Roger Heath and a Pro Juventute exhibit by Bruce 

Marsden.  Bruce passed out campaign buttons and 

fliers announcing his interest to become the next 

American Philatelic Society Treasurer.  AHPS 

supporters are asked to vote for him when the APS 

ballots are mailed out! 

 Mike Peter was spotted walking through 

the dealer booth areas and exhibit frames, and 

new member Gordon Eubanks was also seen enjoy-

ing the frames; maybe he will discover a challeng-

ing Swiss topic to exhibit.  Special commendations 

go out to Bob Zeigler who served on the jury that 

judged over 900 frames of competitive entries. 

 Both new and experienced exhibitors like to 

see what others collect, and their techniques of 

presentation.  I encourage every AHPS member to 

attend shows close to home, and to especially make 

the effort to attend our annual convention in San 

Diego January 22-24, 2016, and STAMPSHOW 

next August 4-7, in Portland, Oregon.  Go West for 

an exceptional Left Coast experience next year. 

 

Handbook Swiss “Razor 

Blade Postmarks” 
 The official release of the new reference 

book, Handbuch “Rasierklingenstempel” der 

Schweiz took place at the 2015 Internationale 

Briefmarken-Börse at Sindelfingen, Germany in 

October.  This publication was a cooperative effort 

among Roger Heath, Rudolf Inger, Peter Schlatter, 

Erwin Steinbrüchel, and Hans J. Zinken. 

 The 150 page, A-4 format, volume is a bi-

lingual study of the flexible-head cancellers in-

vented and developed by Swiss engineer Frédéric 

deCoppet.  Documents stored in the Bern  PTT ar-

chives and deCoppet’s original patents illustrate 

his inventions and show the ongoing communica-

tion during the development of these flexible-head 

cancellers.  Many philatelic sources have been 

brought together to complete the story. 

 Examples of these devices used on both 

outgoing and incoming mail are shown in full color. 

A large section of black and white drawings shows 

details not previously published. Included are 

scarcity tables and charts showing dates of use for 

each device. 

 Collectors in the USA can purchase copies 

from Roger Heath at $40.00 hard bound, $35.00 

soft cover, postpaid, at admin@rogerheath.com, 

European orders are handled through the publish-

er, Hans Zinken, who can facilitate the best meth-

od of distributing the book to individuals or 

dealers, email hans@zinken.net. 

 

Discussions -- Philately 

of Switzerland 
by Roger Heath 

http://www.quicktopic.com/51/H/qdRWHrshP637 

Have a question about philately? Want to connect 

with other collectors who share your area of inter-

est? Want to make connections for sharing accom-

modation and/or cars at shows, events, etc? Want 

opinions about items you own? Want to show some 

of your special items? Images welcomed.  The site 

can be accessed directly at the above address, or 

through the AHPS website. 

This Chat Board has been established for AHPS 

members. The exchange of information via a chat 

board between collectors of Swiss material makes 

for a stronger society.  It can become a focal point 

for Swiss collectors, advanced and new. It’s easy to 

sign in. Why wait? 

 

mailto:admin@rogerheath.com
mailto:hans@zinken.net
http://www.quicktopic.com/51/H/qdRWHrshP637
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The Scouting Stamps of Liechtenstein 
by Daniel von Kanel 

 When I approached George, a friend from our local Stamp Club, and mentioned that I was thinking 

of assembling material to exhibit a frame with the above theme, his answer was that he didn’t think that 

there was enough material available. Nevertheless, I rummaged through my stock books and boxes and 

bought a few items from eBay. 

 The story of the Scouting movement in 

Liechtenstein began with a catastrophe. 

 In the fall of 1927 a devastating flood oc-

curred.  The Rhine River flooded the lower part of 

the Principality.  At the time, Liechtenstein was 

dependent on agriculture, and the flood hit the little 

country very hard.  Of about 10,000 inhabitants, 

2000 lost their homes.  Both the Swiss and Austrian 

Armies sent units to help.  (Military mail from the 

Sappeur Battalion 6 with field post cancels is a rari-

ty).  The stamps shown here were issued in 1928 

and carry a surcharge to help in the relief.  The 

most affected community was Ruggell.  When the 

Rhine River retreated to its original bed it left a 

mess of rocks, silt, sand and bits of wood.  Ruggell 

was rebuilt, but it took a while.  The bridge was 

not completed until 1929.  Today, a hiker can 

find a cairn in the St. Gallen valley commemo-

rating the event and a high-water mark.  Much 

help was needed, so the Central Committee of 

the Swiss Scout movement (Schweizer 

Pfadfinder Bund) organized a voluntary relief 

action from July 9 to August 18 during the 1928 

summer school holidays.  Because of their ear-

lier School holidays, the Austrian Scouts were 

already in place when the Swiss Scouts arrived 

to help out.  

 After the well-received help, His Serene 

Highness (HSH) Prince Franz I expressed the 

thought that a Scouting Organization would 

be a great asset for the country.  Upon a re-

quest from the Liechtenstein Government, 

the Swiss Scouting Organization sent Feld-

meister Hans Eggenberger from Berne to 

Liechtenstein in 1931 to advise young people 

and their leaders there.  The first Scout group 

was founded in Schaan in 1931.  The first 

semi-postal issue showing Scouts is the “Für 

die Jugend” (for the youth) stamps of 1932.  

The surcharge on the stamps was for a num-

ber of youth projects, not just Scouts. 

 In 1953, the World Scout Conference 

took place in Vaduz and the first ‘real’ Scout 

stamp was issued for this event, August 8 to 

12, 1953.  There was such a scarcity of ac-

 
Fig. 1.  1928 stamps for flood relief.  The 10+10 rp. stamp 
shows the flooded village of Ruggell. 

     
Fig. 2.  1932 "Für die Jugend" semi-postal stamps.  The 100 Rp. 
stamp shows the Liechtenstein coat of arms and an allegorical fig-
ure.  The 20 Rp. stamp is from a photograph taken at the blessing 
of the Scout Flag at Vaduz Castle on August  30, 1932 with Prin-
cess Elsa as Godmother and two girls in traditional Liechtenstein 
costumes.  The 30 Rp stamp shows the ruler, Prince Franz I, 
flanked by two Scouts with flags and an oak leaf wreath. 

 
Fig. 3.  Stamps for the 1953 World Scout Conference 
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commodation for Scouts attending that some were 

quartered in Austria and Switzerland.  Covers exist 

with the 1953 Conference logo and either Austrian or 

Swiss stamps. 

 The stamp shows a portrait of Sir Robert Ba-

den-Powell, who was in attendance.  The design of this 

stamp was very popular. 

 The second stamp issued with a Scouting 

theme was released in 1957.  It was in honor of Sir 

Robert Baden-Powell’s 100th birthday and the 50th an-

niversary of the Boy Scout movement.  The stamp was 

sold in a very attractive mini-sheet with 12 stamps.  

The stamps are arranged in such a way that the hori-

zontal and vertical combinations make it possible to 

have se-tenants or two blocks of four.  Many versions 

of the first day cover were sold; logos in green, yellow 

and other colors are known.   

 Guides, the corresponding organization for 

girls, was founded in 1932.  A first-aid group for 

Scouts and Guides was begun in 1973.  In 1979 the 

Scouts and Guides started publishing a bi-monthly 

magazine for leaders, which is called “KNOTEN” 

(knots).   

 The third stamp was 

released as part of a set in 

1981.  It commemorates 50 years of Boy Scouting in Liechtenstein.  

 Co-operation between the Scout and Guide Associations increased after 1981 

when joint activities were organized to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Scout-

ing Movement in Liechtenstein.  In 1989, the two Associations merged; the com-

bined organization is known as "Pfadi Liechtenstein" (roughly translated 

"Pathfinders Liechtenstein").  HSH Prince 

Nikolaus of Liechtenstein and his sister, HSH 

Princess Nora, are honorary members of the 

Movement.  In 2006 a Scout Camp was held in 

Schaan to celebrate 75 years of Scouting in 

Liechtenstein and 200 years of independence of 

Liechtenstein.  Scouts from Austria and South 

Tyrol took part in this camp. 

 The fourth, and so far, last Boy Scout 

stamp from Liechtenstein was the 2007 Euro-

pa/CEPT issue.  It celebrates 100 years of the 

Boy Scout Movement. The design is called 

“Friendship”. 

 There are now nine troops of Pfadi Liechtenstein, with about 

850 members. 

 

 Swiss Philatelic  

Bibliography 
by George Struble 

 We soon hope to make available to students 

of Swiss philately an exciting new reference tool.   

 In the 1970s, a group of AHPS members 

worked on a bibliography for people doing Swiss 

philatelic studies.  Of that group, the only mem-

bers I know who is still active with us are Harlan 

Stone and Dick Hall.  They assembled about 5000 

5-by-8-inch index cards.  There are many books 

listed, but to me, the            (continued on page 10) 

 
Fig. 5.  1931 stamp 
honoring the 50th an-
niversary of the scout-
ing organization in 

Liechtenstein 

 
Fig. 4.  1957 stamp honoring Baden-Powell's 100th 
birthday and the 50th anniversary of the Boy Scouts. 

 
Fig. 6.  Stamp issued in 2007 for the 
centenary of the Boy Scout movement. 
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Exciting Discoveries for a Cancel Collector 
by John E. Pichione 

 Like most stamp collectors, I started early in life (age 7), migrating 

from worldwide to a few specific countries (USA and Switzerland) some 13 

years later. That lasted until I was 30 or so – 50 years ago! – when I was 

seized by the passion for “Socked-On-The-Nose” postmarks, also known in 

Asia as “Full-Moon” cancellations.  Why?  Because I loved the symmetrical 

perfection of their postmarks and because each one was a kind of historical 

document in time and place of origin.  I soon realized that only certain 

countries, notably Switzerland, among a very few others, were the royalty 

of this domain.  Masters of perfection, Swiss “portraits on postage stamps” 

are legendary.  (See Fig. 1, as an example.) 

 With that as a prelude (and remember the word “perfection”), you can 

understand my  exultation to discover a machine-cancelled postmark of 

22.15.75 of the Luzern post office in 1975 (Fig. 2). 

 WOW, this had to be unique!  After 50 years of collecting and studying 

Swiss postmarks, I recall no other dramatic goof like this in Tell, or any other 

philatelic publication at either side of the Atlantic Ocean. 

 But, STOP PRESS!  What’s this? Yet an-

other dramatic machine-cancelled Swiss Post goof 

of 11.13.92 from Basel in 1992 (Fig. 3)?  It sur-

faced only a few weeks after the first one! 

 These questions are pertinent for which 

AHPS member opinions are invited: 

1) How can these errors have occurred at 2 different major Swiss post of-

fices? 

2) Why do both of them occur in the central month field where 12 should 

be the largest possible number? 

3) We might understand hand-cancelled errors, for erroneous slug manip-

ulations by post office personnel, but how can both of these occur as 

machine-cancelled, presumably computer-controlled? 

 Member views, thoughts, and speculations are kindly invited.   John Pichione is a member of the 

Bullseye Cancel Collector's Club and invites any email contact concerning this article at 

je.pichione@bluewin.ch in Switzerland. 

 

 
  Fig, 3.  11.13.92 cancel 

 
    Fig. 2.  22.15.75 cancel 

 
Fig. 1.  Representative SON cancel 

 

mailto:je.pichione@bluewin.ch
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Descriptive Tabs on 21st Century Swiss Stamps 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

 Most collectors of Swiss stamps are familiar with the 

descriptive tabs attached to Pro Juventute (1943 to 1977, 

1982, 2002) and Pro Patria (1952 to 1977, except 1957 and 

1963) stamps (Fig. 1). These are listed in the SBK catalog.  

The SBK catalog also lists the tabs on Pro Patria stamps 

naming the beneficiary of the surcharge from 1938 to 1968. 

 But many collectors are unaware that beginning to 

2004, nearly all Swiss stamps now include descriptive tabs.  

To quote from Focus on Stamps, Issue 3/2004 (explanatory 

comments added in brackets): 

New sheet margin design 

To make it easier for our customers to keep track of things, we 
have standardized and supplemented the information in the 
sheet margin. Some of the changes were included in the March 
issue [«Titeuf» Zumstein 1112-15], and from the May issue [Eu-
ropa Zumstein 1122 and later issues] they will all be standard. Here are some explanations with regard to the 
individual inscriptions: 

A [top sheet margin] Name of the stamp issue with theme (in at least 4 languages) 
B [upper right margin corner] Year of issue 
C [right margin] Remaining sheet value (for post office sales staff) 
D [lower right margin corner] “Swiss Post” logo (official issuer of the postage stamps) 
E [bottom margin] Name of individual stamps 
F [lower left margin corner] EDP number for post offices [item number] 
G [left margin] Additional information as needed 

This margin design applies only to sheets of 20 and 16 stamps, but not to small sheets and business sheets or 
special blocks. 

 Fig. 2 shows ex-

amples of the descrip-

tive tabs in the top and 

bottom margins of the 

2006 Day of the Stamp 

issue (Zumstein 1214).  

German, French, Ital-

ian, and English are 

the standard languages 

used.  I wrote to the 

Swiss Post asking why 

Romansh was not in-

cluded (even when the 

sheet was five across 

and there was space for 

it).  The answer, “Ro-

mansh is only spoken 

by a very small section 

of the population...  

Philately at Swiss Post 

has an international 

customer base which is 

why the global lan-

   
Fig. 1.  Marginal markings on Pro Juventute and Pro 
Patria stamps 

 

 
Fig. 2.  Top and bottom marginal markings on the 2006 Day of the Stamp issue 



Issue Value Zumstein # margin German French Italian Romansh English Other

Insect definitive 10c 1061 Anax imperator
Insect definitive 20c 1062 Mesoacidalia aglaja
Insect definitive 50c 1063 Rosalia alpina
Insect definitive 100c 1064 Graphosoma lineatum

«Diddl» 70c 1101 Sondermarken
Diddl

Timbre-poste spéciaux 
Diddl

Francobolli speciali 
Diddl

Marcas spezialas         
Diddl

«Diddl» 90c 1102 Sondermarken
Diddl

Timbre-poste spéciaux 
Diddl

Francobolli speciali 
Diddl

Marcas spezialas         
Diddl

Day of the Stamp 70c 1103 Sondermarke                  
Tag der Briefmarke

Timbre-poste spécial 
Journée du

timbre-poste

Francobollo speciale 
Giornata del
francobollo

Special stamp
Stamp Day

FIFA Centennial 100c 1110 top Sondermarke
100 Jahre FIFA

Timbre-poste spécial 
100 ans de la FIFA

Francobollo speciale 
Centenario FIFA

Special stamp
100 Years of FIFA

FIFA Centennial 100c 1110 bottom FIFA-Wimpel Fanion de la FIFA Il gagliardetto della 
FIFA FIFA pennant

50th Anniversary 
of UEFA 130c 1111 top Sondermarke

50 Jahre UEFA
Timbre-poste spécial 

50 ans de l'UEFA
Francobollo speciale 

Cinquantenario UEFA
Special stamp

50 Years of UEFA
50th Anniversary 

of UEFA 130c 1111 bottom Fussball-Pioniere Pionniers du football Pionieri del calcio Football pioneers

«Titeuf» 85c 1112 top Sondermarke
Comics - TITEUF

Timbre-poste spécial 
Bandes-dessinées - 

TITEUF

Francobollo speciale 
Furnetti - TITEUF

Special stamp
Comics - TITEUF

«Titeuf» 85c 1112 bottom Frühling Printemps Primavera Spring

«Titeuf» 85c 1113 top Sondermarke
Comics - TITEUF

Timbre-poste spécial 
Bandes-dessinées - 

TITEUF

Francobollo speciale 
Furnetti - TITEUF

Special stamp
Comics - TITEUF

«Titeuf» 85c 1113 bottom Sommer Eté Estate Summer

«Titeuf» 85c 1114 top Sondermarke
Comics - TITEUF

Timbre-poste spécial 
Bandes-dessinées - 

TITEUF

Francobollo speciale 
Furnetti - TITEUF

Special stamp
Comics - TITEUF

«Titeuf» 85c 1114 bottom Herbst Automne Autunno Autumn

«Titeuf» 85c 1115 top Sondermarke
Comics - TITEUF

Timbre-poste spécial 
Bandes-dessinées - 

TITEUF

Francobollo speciale 
Furnetti - TITEUF

Special stamp
Comics - TITEUF

«Titeuf» 85c 1115 bottom Winter Hiver Iverno Winter

Europa 100c 1122 top Sondermarke
Europa 2004

Timbre-poste spécial 
Europa 2004

Francobollo speciale 
Europa 2004

Special stamp
Europa 2004

Europa 100c 1122 bottom Ferien Les vacaances Le vacanze Holidays
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guage, English, can also be found on the sheet margin.  One notable exception is the ‘100 Years of the 

Swiss National Park” set of stamps (2014, Zumstein 1496-1498) which are directly linked to Graubünden.  

In this case, only the three relevant national languages, German, Italian and Romansh, are to be found on 

the sheet margin.” (Fig. 3) 

 I have complied 

a table of all Swiss 

stamps issued since 

2004 that have descrip-

tive text in the margins. 

A portion of the table is 

shown on page 9.  The 

complete table can be 

found on our web site, 

www.swiss-stamps.org, 

as a pdf file which you 

can download.  For 

those of you who don’t 

have access to a com-

puter, I can send you a 

copy for $5.00 postpaid 

in the US. 

 There is one spe-

cial case – that is the 

2013 issue for the 50th 

anniversary of the Civil 

Defense organization 

(Zumstein 1453).  The 

coats of arms of the 26 

cantons are arranged 

around the sheet margin in addition to the descriptive wording. There is a special page in the table for this 

stamp. 

 I will update the table periodically as new issues appear, probably on an annual basis.  If you have 

questions or comments, drop me a line. 

 

Bibliography 
(continued from page 6)  greatest value lies in the 

listings of articles in periodicals, which of course 

are not listed in library catalogs.  About 1977, as 

close as I can determine, the group turned the 

cards over to the Western Philatelic Library, 

where they have sat for nearly forty years.   

 Index cards were state of the art in 1977.  

Not now!  Through the internet, things like this 

can be accessible to everybody! 

 Recently, the cards were shipped to Ore-

gon, and scanned into files of pdf records by our 

LiechtenStudy friend Paul Tremaine, to whom we 

are very grateful.  We want to make this bibliog-

raphy available to all AHPS members, probably 

through our website.  The files of scanned cards 

are already in a Dropbox so people willing to work 

on the project can have easy access. 

 Meanwhile, the cards themselves will soon 

be shipped to the American Philatelic Research 

Library in Bellefonte, PA. 

 There is work to be done.  Some cards were 

misfiled, and can be repatriated to their proper 

categories.  The set of categories themselves can be 

improved; it's clear to me that the current catego-

ries are those set at the beginning of the project, 

before anyone knew what the actual distribution of 

subjects would be.  Also, maybe you know of spe-

cial software that would facilitate searches of this 

database. 

 Much more work could be done.  It could be 

very useful to create entries for the books and arti-

cles published in the last forty years!  A number of 

people could volunteer each to build the list of rel-

evant articles, each agreeing to scan the last forty 

years of one journal; others  would scan library 

catalogs for relevant books.  (continued on page 13) 

 

 
Fig. 3.  Marginal markings on the National Park sheet 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

 Two designers of Swiss stamps 

have died recently.  The work of one, 

Hans Erni, is familiar to most collectors 

of Swiss stamps, of which he designed 

90 according to his obituary.  He was 

born on February 21, 1909 and died on 

March 21, 2015 at the ripe old age of 

106.  His 100th birthday was marked by 

a set of two stamps (Zumstein 1297-98).  

Erni’s first public commission was for a 

massive mural at the 1939 National 

Exhibition (the Landi) on the entrance 

wall of the pavilion “Switzerland, the 

Vacationland of the People”.  Figure 1 

shows a postcard from the Landi with a 

section of the mural. 

 Speaking of the Landi, Eric 

Lienhard (a Brit), Remi Kohler (a 

Swiss), Hans Baumann (a Swiss) and I have compiled a catalog of Landi postcards and related memorabil-

ia.  The catalog is available for downloading from the Research Resources section of the Society’s website.  I 

encourage you to look through it.  You will notice that there are blank spaces in the catalog.  We have as-

sumed that the numbering of the cards (the “L.A.” numbers found on the message side of the card) was con-

tinuous and that we just haven’t seen a card with the missing number.  If you have a Landi postcard that 

isn’t in the catalog, please let me know and we can add it. 

 Another new item on the website is the 7th edition of Der-

rick Slate’s Catalogue of Swiss Trial Prints.  There have been 

many additions since the 6th edition that was formerly posted on 

the web site.  If you’re interested in these items, take a look; you 

probably won’t find a more complete listing anywhere. 

 The other stamp designer who died recently was Adrian 

Frutiger who was born on May 24, 1928 and died on September 

10, 2015.  I doubt if any of my readers knew that he had designed 

three philatelic items – one stamp (Zumstein 937) and two postal 

cards (Zumstein P 278-9) shown in Figures 2-3.  He was a re-

nowned designer of type fonts and if you have ever travelled 

through the De Gaulle Airport in Paris you have seen his work on 

the directional signs. 
 

Fig. 2.  Stamp designed by Adrian Frutiger  

 
Fig. 1.  Postcard showing Hans Erni's mural at 1939 Landi. 

   
Fig. 3.  Two postal cards designed by Adrian Frutiger 
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 Another new item on the Society’s web site is the AHPS Discussion Board for Q&A.  If you have a 

Swiss philatelic question, you can post it on the Discussion Board and, if someone knows the answer, he or 

she will post it there.  I hope you will look at the Discussion Board often both to learn something and, hope-

fully, be able to answer one of the questions. 

 For those of you interested in canton Graubünden and its postal history, I would like to direct you 

to a wonderful web site that Karl Gebert has created, http://www.poststempel-graubuenden.ch.  He gives 

the postal history of each of the 440 current and former postal facilities in the canton and, for many of the 

locations, photographs of the locality and the post offices themselves.  He is constantly updating the site 

with new material.  Many of the photographs are outstanding and really illustrate the sparse population of 

the countryside.  You can access it directly or 

through the Research Resources section of the 

AHPS website, www.swiss-stamps.org. 

 From Gebert’s web site, I am able to il-

lustrate a transaction at one of the new postal 

agencies.  The post office at 7246 St. Antönien 

was closed on November 24, 2007 and was re-

placed by a postal agency in the local market 

(Figure 4).  Figure 5 shows an item mailed at the 

agency and Figures 6 and 7 show a receipt and a 

proof of mailing.  Notice that the postcard in 

Figure 5 bears a computer-generated “stamp” 

and that the only cancels are on the items in 

Figures 6 and 7.  Does this mean that the only 

way to collect actual cancels from these agencies 

is on receipts and the like?  How often to you 

think these are saved? 

 

 
Fig. 4.  Postal agency at the local market in St. Antönien 

 
Fig. 5.  Card mailed at the St. Antönien agency 

 
Fig. 6.  Receipt with cancel of the agency 

 
Fig. 7.  Proof of mailing from the Antönien agency 

http://www.poststempel-graubuenden.ch/
www.swiss-stamps.org
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 Here’s the current installment of the post office changes: 

1. On September 7, 2015, a new post office was opened at 8600 Dübendorf 3 Insiderpark 

2. On September 18, 2015, the post office at 3283 Kallnach (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 3210 Kerzers] 

3. On September 26, 2015, the post office at 9462 Montlingen (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9463 Oberriet SG][K-cancel K449 was last used on that date] 

4. On October 2, 2015, the following post offices were closed: 

 5024 Küttigen (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5000 Aarau] 

 6850 Mendrisio Borgo (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6850 Mendrisio] 

  [K-cancel K1534 was last used on that date] 

 4125 Riehen 2 Rauracherstrasse (canton Basel Stadt) [assumed by 4125 Riehen] 

  [K-cancel K1227 was last used on that date] 

5. On October 13, 2015, the post office at 8934 Knonau (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8932 Mettmenstetten][K-cancel K1484 was last used on that date] 

6. On October 17, 2015, the following post offices were closed: 

 8264 Eschenz (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8260Stein am Rhein] 

  [K-cancel K945 was last used on that date] 

 8573 Siegershausen (canton Thurgau) [aassumed by 8280 Kreuzlingen] 

  [K-cancel K1473 was last used on that date] 

7. On October 24, 2015, the post office at 5454 Bellikon (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 5452 Oberrohrdorf][K-cancel K917 was last used on that date] 

8. On October 30, 2015, the post office at 3302 Moosseedorf (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3322 Urtenen-Schönbühl][K-cancel 1031 was last used on that date] 

9. On October 31, 2015, the following post offices were closed: 

 8627 Grüningen (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8634 Hombrechtikon] 

  [K-cancel K269a was last used on that date] 

 9428 Walzenhausen (canton Appenzell Ausserrhoden) [assumed by 9430 St. Margrethen] 

  [K-cancel K 452 was last used on that date] 

10. On November 6, 2015, the post office at 4652 Winznau (canton Solothurn) was closed  

 [assumed by 4600 Olten] 

11. On November 7, 2015, the post office at 7435 Splügen (canton Graubünden) was closed 

  [assumed by 7440 Andeer][K-cancel K133c was last used on that date] 

 That’s 11 K-cancels that are going obsolete. 

 Next time, quantities issued for the 2013 issues. 

 

Bibliography 
 (Continued from page 10)  If you are willing 

to work on this exciting project, please tell either 

Roger Heath or George Struble, whose addresses 

are in the Officers page of this -- and every -- issue 

of TELL. 

 

TELL Critique 
by George Struble 

 TELL was entered in the literature compe-

tition at STAMPSHOW in August.  My practice 

has been to enter it in literature competitions 

where I am present so I can have a knowledgeable 

critique.  It received a vermeil award.  We got good 

marks for technical matters, and for a good range 

of articles.  There was one technical point which I 

will remedy.  The judge noted that we could use 

more in-depth articles, and that some articles lack 

bibliographic or reference lists.  He was somewhat 

concerned about our reliance on translations and 

reprints.   

 So I encourage you to write articles for 

TELL, and especially expository, in-depth articles.  

And do include references where appropriate.  We 

are doing a lot of things right, so I see no need for 

large changes in direction. 

 Thank you all for your support, and for the 

continuing opportunity you give me! 
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A Cover via New York -- to Kenya! 
by Bob Medland 

 The second in our series of philatelic items linking Switzerland and New York, 

in honor of the New York 2016 World Stamp Show is supplied by Bob Medland, librar-

ian of the Helvetia Philatelic Society in Britain.  This was originally printed in the 

Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter in January 2015; it is reprinted here with the 

gracious consent of the author and the Helvetia Philatelic Society-- Ed. 

 At the recent Stampex in London I acquired an intriguing airmail cover.  

Sorted at Basel on 21st March 1941 at 10 pm, it was addressed to Kitale, Kenya and 

annotated “Sent by Clipper via 

Lissabon”. The clerk in Basel post 

office must have realised that there was no direct air-

mail service to East Africa at that time so struck the 

cover with a boxed cachet ‘Uber – via’ and wrote in “bis 

New York”.  So how was this route worked out?  And 

was it correctly franked with Fr1.00?  I sent a copy of 

the cover to Charles Lablonde (by internet rather than 

airmail) and he kindly offered the following comments: 

“On 1 March 1941 Switzerland raised the in-

ternational airmail surcharge to 70 centimes 

per 5 grams so your cover is correctly paid at 

30c basic letter + 70c airmail surcharge = 

SF1.00.  The Swiss Postal Bulletin for March 

1943 shows no airmail service possible to the 

KUT countries.  So a clever Swiss postal clerk sent the letter to New York -- and a nice postal clerk 

in New York sent it on via PAA to Africa.  Airmail from Switzerland to the USA was often sent on 

beyond New York, without extra charge, but usually only within USA and Canada.  In this case it 

seems a mistake was made -- or the clerk was a nice guy.  The censor on the letter is very interest-

ing.  Both Kenya and Uganda used the same censor devices at times during the war and there is no 

way to tell where this piece was actually censored.”  (My suggestion on this last point is that it 

probably went surface mail to Kenya so was censored on arrival at Mombasa before travelling up-

country by the ‘Lunatic Express’ railway via Nairobi to Kisumu, thence by road to Kitale. BM) 

 Next question: why was the stamp cancelled with a hexagonal ‘Telegraph’ date stamp (Basel 14 

Bundesbahnhof) instead of a normal circular date stamp?  Telegraph cancellers were often used to cancel 

letters sent by express mail as the special service was handled by the same post office counter - but why 

should an airmail letter have been similarly treated?  A little research using the Newsletter index and 

checking back-numbers surprisingly revealed another example of precisely the same Basel 14 Bundes-

bahnhof  octagonal canceller struck on an airmail cover – but in this case it was 17 years later, on an in-

coming letter from Sweden that arrived on 11th April 1958 at 19:00 hrs (see Newsletter 1994:49, also a 

follow-up comment 1994:93).  So the common strands 

linking the two items are that it was the same canceller 

at Basel Bundesbahnhof, struck on an airmail cover and 

in the evening.  Admittedly based on very limited evi-

dence I surmise that, like express mail, airmail was not 

to be delayed and so was handled by the post office ‘back 

counter’ at times when the other post office counters 

were closed. 

 But there is still more to this cover:  Fig. 2 shows 

an attractive soldier stamp stuck over the envelope flap, 

also Kitale post office cds showing that the letter ar-

rived less than three months after posting on 13th June.  

Under the difficult wartime circumstances, perhaps it 

was a success that it arrived at all. 
 

Fig. 2.  Back of the cover 

 
Fig. 1.  Front of the cover Basel to Kenya via New York 
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